
 
Understanding probate fees, inheritance tax and additional costs 

In addition to the cost of our legal advice for obtaining probate and support for 
administering the estate, there will be a number of additional costs which have to be 
paid at the same time, and which your solicitor is obliged to collect. 

This guide explains our fees and these additional costs (known as disbursements) 
and gives an approximate indication of costs – or details of where the costs come 
from. 

Your lawyer usually has to pay these costs on your behalf, so will ask you for money 
on account in advance or for reimbursement in your final bill.  

 

Our fees and charges 

Everyone’s circumstances are different, and the size and nature of the estate will 
vary from person to person, so in turn our charges will also vary depending on how 
much work needs to be done. However, we are always upfront with information 
about our costs to avoid any nasty surprises when the estate has been finalised.  

 

Fixed fee for obtaining a grant of representation 

We charge a fixed cost for getting the appropriate grant of representation. If there is 
a will you will need a grant of probate, but if there is no will you may need a grant of 
letters of administration instead. 

Our fixed fees for obtaining the grant of representation are charged as follows: 

• £550 plus VAT and disbursements for a grant with no IHT400 (estate below 
£325,000 and no inheritance tax payable); or 
 

• £1,650 plus VAT and disbursements for grant with IHT400 (estate over 
£325,000 and inheritance tax is payable). 
 

Fees for administering the estate 

Once the grant is made, the executors or administrators can then choose how to 
deal with the administration of the estate after a grant has been obtained on their 
behalf.  



 
Examples of costs for dealing with the administration of an estate which include 
applying for the grant of representation, collecting in the assets, settling 
debts/liabilities and distributing the estate to beneficiaries: 

 

Estates below £325,000 and no Inheritance Tax 

Estate with 1 property and up to 4 accounts £1,500 plus VAT 

Estate with 1 property and up to 4-10 accounts £3,000 plus VAT 

 

We will charge an hourly rate of £170.00 per hour plus VAT for collecting any other 
assets and liabilities which form part of the estate and for any other additional work 
required. Disbursements are charged separately, as required.  

 

Estates above £325,000 and inheritance tax payable 

Costs will depend on the individual circumstances of the matter.  For example, an 
estate consisting of one property, two or three accounts and one or two beneficiaries 
will take less time to complete than an estate consisting of one or more properties, 
three or more bank accounts and investments, shareholdings, liabilities to settle, 
inheritance tax to be calculated and paid, and distribution to a larger number of 
beneficiaries. 

We charge an hourly rate of £170.00 per plus VAT for administering an estate, with 
disbursements charged separately as required.  

It is important that we have all the relevant information to provide a fixed fee quote or 
an estimate the number of hours it is likely to take to deal with: 

• obtaining the grant;  
• obtaining valuations of assets and debts/liabilities;  
• collecting in assets; 
• settling debts/liabilities; 
• instructing an estate agent to market any property; 
• preparation of estate accounts; and  
• finalising any tax affairs and distribution of the estate to the beneficiaries in 

accordance with the will or under the intestacy rules.   

  



 
 

Prices quoted may be subject to change depending on: 

• the complexity of the estate and client instructions in addition to those 
described above:   

• if any information changes after you have provided the details of the estate to 
us and we have provided a quote for the work based on the original 
information; 

• if further assets or liabilities are located during the course of the 
administration,  

• if it is discovered that there are more beneficiaries than originally stated; 
• if the estate requires a deed of variation preparing, to change beneficiary’s 

entitlement for tax planning purposes. 

Our charges are dramatically less than those charged by banks to deal with an 
estate and we trust this information will allow you to make an informed choice. 

 

What is included in our fees? 

In some estates a grant is not always required, and we will advise you of this.  
However, if a grant is required, we will identify the assets, liabilities and debts of the 
estate and preparing the paperwork to apply for the grant of probate which will 
include completing the relevant Inland Revenue returns and the Oath for the 
executor or administrator. 

Please note all costs quoted above are based on average estates with one property, 
no disputes between beneficiaries (if this occurs this is likely to increase the costs) 
and no claims made against the estate at the end. 

In the majority of cases we do not charge a percentage element in addition to our 
fixed fees. 

 

Other fees (disbursements) 

There can be many other expenses, costs and fees (known as disbursements) 
related to your matter that are payable to third parties as part of the probate process. 
We will handle the payment of these disbursements on your behalf to ensure a 
smoother process, but we will ask you for reimbursement in stages or at the end of 
the matter.  

 



 
 

• Probate Court fee - £155.00 
• Office Copy of the Grant - £1.50 per asset 
• Bankruptcy search - £2.00 per executor/beneficiary, unless 

executor/beneficiary is resident outside the UK – fees vary depending on 
residence – quotes will be obtained if necessary.  

• Statutory notices - optional but strongly advised to protect against unexpected 
claims from unknown creditors.  Advert placed in London and also adverts in 
local newspapers (charges vary depending on area). 

There may be additional disbursements as each estate’s circumstances varies, for 
example: 

• accountants fee for potential income tax return; 
• asset tracing fee; 
• beneficiary tracing agent fee; 
• lost share certificate fee; 
• share registrar and/or sale agent fees on transfer or sale of shareholdings. 

 

Inheritance tax 

Inheritance tax is charged by the government and payable to HMRC. You can find 
out whether the deceased’s estate might be liable to inheritance tax and 
approximately how much at the HMRC website.  

Working out the inheritance tax payable on the estate can be a complex matter and if 
we feel that specialist tax advice is required, we will advise you of this. We would 
provide you with a quotation before incurring any costs on your behalf.  

There are various tax exemptions and allowances that can reduce the size of the 
estate, and a great deal depends on the terms of the will. With the right legal advice, 
it is sometimes possible to vary the terms of a will to reduce the amount of tax due.  

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs


 
 

Conveyancing fees 

Property sales or transfers which are part of a deceased’s estate are not included in 
our prices above and will incur additional fees. A quote can be obtained from our 
conveyancing department colleagues on 01695 574 111 or by emailing 
conveyancing@mooneyeverett.co.uk or by completing this form on our website. 

 

 

 

https://mooney-everett.co.uk/private-client-services/conveyancing/
mailto:conveyancing@mooneyeverett.co.uk
https://mooney-everett.co.uk/contact/

